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ritualistic nature, for ritual and artistic convention are one,
or almost one Ritual is a deliberately willed acceptance in
terms of which barriers between the universal and the per-
>onal, God and man, are broken So in a Shakespearian
production the conscious element of artistry must be ap-
parent, you must know the p^ay as a play and make a
willed act of conventional acceptance, without which
deliberate and consciously desired submission you cannot
richly receive it If conventional acceptances were not
demanded by the play itself, we should have to invent
Dthers They ai e the entrances to initiation A certain active
and partaking generosity is always necessary in ordei to
receive generously and so the production must force its
audience to share, consciously and willingly, in its own
artistic creation That is why our performances of Shakes-
peare will never be tiuly powerful till they are also con-
sciously and sympathetically artistic, till they are given
with revelence and dignity, with understanding, and in-
tellectual humility
If this were accomplished Shakespeare's work might do
many strange things for us It mignt awake in us an under-
standing of great art at once communal and intelligent,
might help to solidify groups of our people of various classes
and casts of mind in one common fusion of spiritual under-
standing, that is, understanding of the fundamental laws of
life, be a budge between the various complications of
human existence and the central truths of Christianity,
give us again, as a nation, a sense of national and Christian
purpose - I am thinking especially of Henry VIII - revital-
izing in us that which is behind Shakespeare's sublimation
of kingship and faith in warnoi -virtue, and helping us
therefore either to cut out what new expressions may be
necessary for the positive powers m man, or refurbish the
old, and, finally, make possible a new contemporary drama
of similar quality to Shakespeare's, which cannot exist till
we understand, and know how to use, that which we already
possess